
Setting Up Your 
Interactive Notebook



This is your notebook.
This is not your friend’s or neighbor’s notebook.

Notebook Checks:

You must have your notebook EVERY DAY.  Notebooks will 

be checked periodically.

Lost Notebooks:

If you lose your notebook, replace it IMMEDIATELY.  Ask 

Mrs. Lipinski for copies of foldables, if needed.

Absences:

You are responsible for getting notes from another student 

or from Mrs. Lipinski’s website.  

Respect The Notebook:

Complete assignments carefully, checking for accuracy.

No Pages Are Allowed To Be Torn Out:

Pages are not allowed to be torn out.  If you mess up, paste 

a blank sheet of paper over that page and re-do it.

Doodling:

Adding illustrations, borders, or other creative designs is 

welcome, as long as it doesn’t distract from the words on 

the page.

Interactive Notebook
The Interactive Notebook:
• Allows you to process information to improve your 

understanding.

• Helps you learn new ideas by having you use several 

types of writing and graphics to record them.

Interactivity:
• Every page has a date and a page number.

• Ideas and relationships are highlighted or written in color.

• Activities are included to help understanding.

• Foldables and graphics are used to show relationships.

Why Are We Doing This:
• Writing notes does not mean you have learned the 

information.  You must actively do something with 

information before you really understand it.

• It gives you permission to be playful and creative with 

your notes.  When you are creative, you remember more.

• We cut and fold because foldables are amazing graphic 

organizers.  They help take big ideas and break them 

down into manageable parts.  

• We tape and glue organizers in so things don’t get lost.  

Your notes aren’t useful if you can’t find them.

• We color because it’s a great way to help important 

information stand out and to process information.  

Coloring and highlighting notes helps you to recall and 

find information.



Setting Up Your Notebook: Step 1

• Complete your Coat of Arms. Cut it out and tape it (around ALL 
sides) onto the front cover of your notebook.



Setting Up Your Notebook: Step 2

• Add the Plicker to the inside of your front cover by taping or 
gluing it. The Plicker should be the same number that I gave you 
for your folders.



Setting Up Your Notebook: Step 3

• Number all of the pages starting with page 1, but ONLY on the 
right side of your notebook.



Setting Up Your Notebook: Step 4

• Starting on page 1, set up your Table of Contents, by giving it a 
title, a column for the date, and a column for the page number. 
Do this on the next two pages too.



Setting Up Your Notebook: Step 5

• Create a Grade Record so that you can record your grades for the 
semester.  Do this on pages 3L & 3R. Add this into your TOC.



Setting Up Your Notebook: Step 6

• Create an All About Me page on the last page of your notebook. 
Include the following information in complete sentences. Add it to 
your Table of Contents (TOC) by dating the entry and giving it a 
page number.



Setting Up Your Notebook: Step 7

• Your Gratitude Log is a 
place for you to express 
what you are grateful for 
on a daily basis.  Two pages 
should create a complete 
sunburst for each quarter—
You will begin on the left 
side of the page!



Setting Up Your Notebook: Step 8

• On the page after your Gratitude Log, create a journal section by 
writing the title Journal at the top of the page.



Setting Up Your Notebook: Step 9

• Add a Glossary at the back of your notebook by 
counting 8-10 pages from back cover.

• Give it the title Glossary and add two letters per 
page.

Hint: You might want to give the letter P its own 
page! (You’ll find out later!)



Setting Up Your Notebook: Step 10

• Add the Interactive Notebook Rubric on the back cover by:
• cutting the sheet in half

• writing in Quarter 3 and Quarter 4 at the top of the page in the space 
provided.

• stapling or taping both sheets, one on top of the other, to the back cover.



Setting Up Your Notebook: Step 11

• With a marker, write your full name on the edges of your 
notebook: top, side and bottom.



Congratulations!

• Your notebook is set-up and ready to hold all of the lessons for 
LCC!



Bell Work:

• Welcome to Music Friday!

• Pick up your notebooks!

• Cut your rubric in half on the dotted line and be ready to staple it 
on the inside back cover.

• Finish the other set-up steps if you haven’t already.



Introduction to the 7 Habits of Highly 
Effective Teens

• Please complete the 7 Habits Profile:
1. Read the directions first.

2. Answer the questions HONESTLY.

3. Tally up your answers.

4. Graph the results.

• I’ll be by to help if needed.


